
Cultivating Life Long Learners 

Principal’s Message: 

What a wonderful opening of school and first few weeks it has been welcoming our students and families 

to Virtual Super WAES! October is here and we are all ready for the fall weather. We are continuing    

Student Goal Setting this school year and focusing on Reading and Math. Your student will be taking the  

I Ready diagnostic assessment to determine baselines for instruction and goals. We begin K-5 Second 

Step lessons this month, as well. These lessons help us teach social and  emotional learning skills to our 

students. We are excited to see our students grow as learners!  

Many thanks to those who attended our virtual Back to School Night! The PTA and I will be hosting our 

first virtual “Coffee with the Principal” on October 5
th
 at 9:00 a.m. We will discuss I Ready and the virtual 

curriculum.  

Discussing your child’s progress and your child’s current reading level is a great talking point for our     

upcoming virtual parent-teacher conferences in October. Teachers will reach out to all families for this 

round of virtual conferences. We welcome your involvement and support.  

Please join our PTA if you have not already done so. They are absolutely amazing and provide so much 

for our students. I  cannot thank the PTA enough for all that they do. 

I appreciate all of your continued support and I look forward to your child’s continued growth and success! 

West Annapolis Elementary Retrievers Read! Retrievers Rock Respect! 

 

With Pride, 

Mrs. Jen Bennett 

Principal, West Annapolis E.S.  
     

 

 

 

AACPS Discrimination Policy 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in matters affecting employment or in provid-

ing access to programs on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual 

orientation, or disability  unrelated in nature and extent so as to reasonably preclude performance. For 

more information, contact The Office of Investigations, Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 2644 Riva 

Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21401, (410) 222-5286; TDD (410) 222-5500. www.aacps.org 
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       Our school-wide behavior plan aligns with the AACPS  

     Code of Student Conduct.  “Retrievers Rock Respect” by     

 following these expectations: 

  *Respect Yourself     *Respect Learning 

 *Respect Others       *Respect Property 

These expectations have been thoroughly discussed, taught and practiced to ensure      

student understanding. Mrs. Bennett discussed these in our virtual morning                   

announcements the week of September 21st.   

We are so proud of all of our students for their commitment and engagement in virtual 

learning for the month of September. Teachers decided that ALL of our students are VIRS 

this month and all students will be rewarded schoolwide with a class virtual dance party 

time on September 30th! 

Our October VIR quality will be “respect for learning”. Teachers will have individual class 

VIRs for the month of October.  

Schoolwide we will be striving to fill our class compliment jars with candy corn to 

earn 1,000 candy corns for the October incentive, “Learn in a Costume” on             

October 30th. We know our respectful retriever students can do it!  

Please reinforce our school-wide rules with your children at home. Be sure to ask your child 

about his/her “Paw Passes” and how he/she earned them.  Remind your child each morning 

to always do his/her best and show how “Retrievers Rock Respect!”  Students are also  

earning special “Super Student” postcards for great choices, as well, to recognize positive 

behavior in our virtual setting. 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
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Mark Your Calendar... 

October 
5th Virtual “Coffee with the Principal” at 9:00 a.m. 
9th Interims sent home 
12th Schools Closed— Parent/Teacher Conferences 
13th Schools Closed— Parent/Teacher Conferences* 
 *Elementary and Middle Schools Only 
20th Virtual PTA Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
21st 2 Hour Early Dismissal 
21st AACPS Unity Day! Wear ORANGE!  
29th Vision and Hearing Screenings 
 
Fifth Grade Only: Applications will be accepted for the                
Middle School Magnet Programs beginning October 12th through  
November 24th at NOON. 

Coming up in November... 
3rd  Schools closed for Election Day 
10th  Virtual PTA Meeting 6:30 p.m.  
12th-13th 2 Hour Early Dismissals 
24th  Report Cards 
25th-27th Schools closed for Thanksgiving 

Attendance: 

Regular school attendance is an important factor in student success.  As a parent, you can encourage proper attend-

ance by ensuring that your child gets adequate rest, eats a healthy breakfast, and has adequate time to get logged 

in. School hours in the virtual setting are:  

Kindergarten-2nd —>9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.     &     3rd-5th —>8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.                                                  

Students should be in their Google Classroom Meet link every morning for attendance and Community Building, and 

Circles/Second Step Lessons. 

If your child is absent from school, please visit the West Annapolis E.S. web page at                                   

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5168 and submit an absent note. A note is required each 

        time your child is absent, or your child will be marked “unexcused”. 
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Kindergarten Chronicles 



First Grade Features 



 

Second Grade Scoop 
 
 

We have had a successful first month of school! Thank you to all of our second grade families 
for all of your help and support as we navigate virtual learning. The students have been working 
hard and learning many new skills on the computer!  
 

In math we are working with problem solving strategies. In science we have learned about the 
importance of trees, and in social studies, we will be learning about leaders who have changed 
the world. Students will continue writing personal narratives and reading both fiction and non-
fiction text during their literacy blocks.  
 

Please continue to visit our Google Classrooms for updates, and as always please feel free to 
reach out with any questions or concerns you may have.  
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Third Grade Highlights 
 
 

It is hard to believe that we are more than half way through the first marking 
period already! 
 

Language Arts: 
Our theme for language arts is communication and building a community. We 
are reading texts about overcoming obstacles and adversity by using effective 
communication. We are also writing personal narratives with a focus on story-
telling and conventions. 
 

Math: 
We will continue to explore strategies for multiplying and dividing numbers. 
Students should be practicing their 2, 10, 5, 1 and 0 facts this marking period.  
In addition, we will be finding the area of rectangles using multiplication       
arrays.    
 

Science: 
Students are continuing to explore forces and motion of objects. 
 

Social Studies: 
We are interpreting maps and will be using geography to determine how     
communities are organized. 

 



Fifth Grade Flash 
 

Reading: 
We will continue setting expectations for work and work habits as we utilize the I Ready     
diagnostic to set student goals. Students will continue to explore the new e-Learning apps and 
use for assignments during Literacy. 
 

Writing: 
5th grade students continue to write personal narratives about moments in their lives.      
Students are working to write strong plots. This would include making less important parts 
shorter and less detailed, but spending more time on the heart of the story. Students should be 
adding  precise details and figurative  language to help readers picture the setting, characters, 
and events. With the main focus on showing versus telling. In writing response to reading, we 
are working on writing a journal entry from a specific point of view.  
 

Math: 
We will be continuing our work with multiplying and dividing multi-digit whole numbers using 
our knowledge of place value. Students should be able to utilize a variety of strategies to     
arrive and prove their answers including the use of manipulatives, drawings, the area model, 
partial products/quotients and the standard algorithm (multiplication). We will then be moving 
into our exploration of adding and subtracting fractions.  
 

Science: 
We will be focusing on how energy flows through an ecosystems. We will be learning about 
food chains and food webs and the impact humans have on an ecosystem. We will also be    
exploring hydroponics. 
 

Social Studies: 

We will be learning how interactions between different culture groups shape the settlement of 

North America. We will be focusing why colonies were or were not successful, how interactions 

between different cultural groups influenced the settlements, and the forms of early          

government. 

Fourth Grade Features 
 
Math:  Students focused on understanding place value concepts and applying their understanding to using the traditional 
algorithm for addition and subtraction.  The unit we worked on explored place value concepts through the hundred-
thousands.  Students were able to read, write, compare and round multi-digit numbers. 
 
Science:  Students are exploring plant and animal features and determining how these help organisms survive in their en-
vironment. 
 

Social Studies:  We will continue to examine different explorers and their contributions to discovery.  
 
Reading: 
IRA: In this unit, we use literary texts to engage students in an exploration of how people create and tell stories to           
communicate about family or culture. The literary texts address the need to establish and maintain healthy and rewarding      
relationships within a family or culture. The characters in these texts show how clear communication and cooperation with 
others enables them to build relationships. During the course of this unit, students interact with multiple texts that ena-
ble them to compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics in stories and traditional literature from 
different cultures. By the end of this unit, fourth grade students will understand how the need to belong to a family or 
culture motivates people to take action in their lives. 
Explicit Comprehension: The goal of the Explicit Comprehension block is to build students’ toolboxes with a variety of 
strategies that enable them to apply grade level standards to on-grade level texts. The Explicit Comprehension            
mini-lessons follow a gradual release model; the teacher models the strategy with a current or previously read Interactive 
Read Aloud text then students engage in guided practice of the strategy. At the conclusion of the mini-lesson, students 
independently apply the strategy to an on-grade level text. This allows teachers to assess students’ ability to transfer 
skills and strategies to other texts. There is clear alignment to the Quarterly Reading Assessments, as the lessons      
address the genre and standards assessed. Additionally, there are writing to source lessons that explicitly teach students 
how to use text evidence, along with skills learned during Writer’s Workshop, to respond to a prompt. Unit 1 is             
Communication and will directly relate with the Interactive Read aloud.  
 
Writing:  4th grade students continue to write personal narratives with a fiction twist, especially about small moments in 
their lives.  Students should be writing as “storytellers” instead of “reporters.”  Storytellers embellish their writing with 
dialogue, action and sensory details.  Reporters simply tell all the events that happened from beginning to end. 
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Art Adventures 
Hello WAES families!   

Welcome to art on-line with Mrs. Shuey! 

It is very important that you familiarize yourself and your student(s) with all of 

the cultural arts google classrooms. Link to the live class, 

lessons, and summary recordings will be posted there. 
 

October Projects: 

• Kindergarten: Line Compositions (cont'd)   

• 1st-2nd: Emoji Portraits (cont'd) 

• 3rd-5th: Avatar Drawing (cont'd) 

• ALL CLASSES 

 *Technology: How to upload a picture into your dig-

Music Musings  

Hi Parents! We are underway! Thank you for all of 
your hard work so far. It is so wonderful to see 
each of your students' faces each week.  

General Music: 

Please make sure your student has: 

-Space to move and make music!! 

Instrumental: 

Will begin week of Oct 5th 

Instrumental distribution Thursday Oct 1st 4-5pm 

Chorus: 

Will begin week of Sept 29th 

For music electives, students will receive an invite to the google classroom.  
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October Media News from Mrs. Robbins and Mrs. Stockett 
 

Hello!!!  

I am super excited to be working with all the students this year in our virtual library. It 

has been wonderful seeing the students each week excited and ready to read fun and      

engaging books. 

In media we have been learning how to access MackinVIA and to explore all the 6,000+ 

ebooks and resources that we have. If you or your child don't know how to access the 

MackinVIA ebook collection, please look for a video on their media google classroom page. 

We have also been learning about National Hispanic Heritage and have been reading books 

by Hispanic Americans and exploring resources on MackinVIA. 
 

It is time for the Virtual Storybook Pumpkin Patch! Please see your child's media google 

classroom for information about this optional fun family project.  
 

If you have any questions about media and the online resources we are using please don't 

hesitate to reach out.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary: K-2 

Mindfulness 
Balance and Bases of Supports 
Locomotor and Non-Locomotor Skills 

 

Intermediate: 3-5 

Fitness Knowledge 
Flexibility 
Mindfulness and Yoga Balance 
Motor Skills and Combining Skills  
Creating a Movement Sequence using different elements of movement  



October Reading Highlights 
 
Students in grades K-2 will once again help West Annapolis break a world 
reading record on October 29th  when we participate in the national event 
to celebrate literacy, Read for the Record. This year, millions of people 
across the world will read Evelyn Del Rey is Moving Away by Meg Medina 
and be part of the world’s largest shared reading experience. Want to  
continue the celebration at home? Please see the Read for the Record    
Activity Sheet for Families on the next page. 
 

Don’t let October 29th be the only time you read with your child. In the 
meantime, you can best help your child by ensuring that he/she reads at least 20 minutes 
every night. According to the national report, Becoming a Nation of Readers, reading aloud is 
the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success  
in reading. 

Happy Reading Retriever Readers! 

 

Special Education Highlights 

Welcome Back! This Fall learning is looking a little bit different. Here are some virtual learning tips 

for all students: 

1. Create a  learning space that is quiet and free of clutter. Students can be sitting or standing upright as they are  

learning. 

2. Make a schedule and stick to it. Set up times for school, breaks, lunch, and independent work. 

3. Reduce distractions during learning time. There should be no video games, TV, toys, pets and other distractions 

during this time. 

4. Use visual organizers and/or calendars for assignments. An easy way is to color code assignments: red for reading 

and blue for math. 

5. Take breaks and get plenty of exercise. Exercise helps us think better. It helps with problem solving, memory and 

attention. It is also a natural stress reliever and reduces anxiety. Not to mention it is good for your health. 

Check out and explore accessibility features such as speech to text in google chat during meets,                                  

google docs and slides. It is the purple puzzle piece on the top right called read and write.   

There is also closed captions available if  students like to read and listen simultaneously. The Chromebook also has   

accessibility features that can be accessed through settings. These advanced settings include screen readers, magnifiers, 

sticky keys and changes in screen resolution. 

 
Speech and Language Highlights 

Speech and Language Highlights 

In speech and language, we are focusing on "I CAN" statements! 

--"I CAN say my sounds correctly when sharing ideas" 

--"I CAN speak in complete sentences." 

--"I CAN take turns sharing my thoughts, feelings, and ideas with others." 

--"I CAN identify clues to make inferences in short stories.”             

--“I CAN answer questions about stories my teacher reads aloud.” 

--“I CAN describe pictures in order to build my vocabulary.” 



 

 

 

 

        

 Welcome to another school year full of fun and engaging STEM activities!  Although we won’t be 

able to dive into our modules the way that we would in our classroom, I am going to do my best 

to  create opportunities for your children to become innovators, explorers, problem-solvers and 

inventors and to study challenging and meaningful questions related to our world in the 21st  

century. 

     We will begin STEM this year doing activities through Choice Boards.  The students will be 

given multiple options as to what they can do in during our time in STEM, beginning with three 

options, moving then to two and then final to a one long term project.  The idea behind the 

Choice Boards is to allow your children the opportunity to engage in activities that they enjoy 

and to learn how to create and share their ideas and projects.  I can’t wait to see all the  

wonderful things your children come up with! 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

     With all of the "screen time"  for virtual learning taking place, the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) recommends that children shut off their screens one hour prior to bedtime. This helps to     
prevent sleep disruption in children. The AAP recommends that all screens, television, computer,     
laptops, iPads and  phones be out of our children's bedrooms, especially at night.  
 

     The AAP supports the American Academy of Sleep Medicine’s advice to adhere to a regular, daily 
routine in terms of waking time, meal times, play times and nap times. Keeping these times consistent 
on a daily basis will help contribute towards your child feeling more secure and comfortable. 
 

The Recommended Amount of Sleep for Pediatric Populations is as follows: 
Toddlers 1 to 2 years  ............ 11 to 14 hours (including naps)  
Preschoolers 3 to 5 years...............10 to 13 hours (including naps) 
Grade Schoolers 6 to 12 years............... 9 to 12 hours 
Teens 13 to 18 years............................. 8 to 10 hours 
 

 
 
 
 
 

"Harvest for the Hungry,  
Kids Helping Kids Canned Food Drive”  

October 1st - November 25th. 
 
Yes there is still going to be a food drive this year, but it will be a virtual cam-
paign!  We are very excited that we can still make a difference in the lives of 
families struggling with food insecurity in Anne Arundel County.  All proceeds 
benefit the Anne Arundel County Food and Resource Bank. 
 
To donate please visit www.aacps.org/harvest 
 

 





It is hard to believe it is already October.  The PTA is proud to announce the 2020-2021           
Executive Board members:  Jaime Tucker (President), Melissa Holdren (Vice President), Chanel 
Pariseau (Treasurer), and Colleen Zelenakas (Secretary).  Thank you for volunteering your service 
this year! 

WAES PTA is on mission to fully fund our Outdoor Learning Spaces this year.  We are anxiously 
awaiting county approval so we can begin.  Look for information on how you, community partners, 
and local businesses can contribute toward the amazing spaces for our students.  Thank you, Katie 
Cooke, second & 5th grade parent, for leading! 

Spirit Gear is available for purchase through October 13th.  Special thanks to WAES staff     
member and fifth grade parent, Jen Hooten, for designing and coordinating spirit wear sales.  We 
will raffle ONE FREE SHORT SLEEVE TEE at both the October Coffee with the Principal and  
Parent Info Night!  

Coffee with the Principal kicks off on Monday, October 5th at 9 a.m. Parents will have the          
opportunity to hear What’s Happening at WAES from Mrs. Bennett. Our first PTA Parent Info 
Night is on Tuesday, October 20th at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Kim Palmiotto will be presenting Second Step, 
which provides instruction to Elementary Students in social and emotional learning. Look for       
information & invitations to both in an upcoming Retriever Report.    

The PTA will host Take Out Tuesdays throughout the year.  We appreciate first grade parent   
Amber Roberts, for volunteering as our Family Fun Night Coordinator.  Our first event is Tuesday, 
October 13th from  

Visit our new website www.WAESPTA.org where you will find a one-stop-shop for all things 
PTA.  As always, watch your weekly Retriever Report and the WAES PTA Facebook group for     
regular updates and information regarding events & program. Thank you for being a partner in your 
child’s education!  
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Health Room Highlights 

 

My name is Mrs. Kristina Frischkorn I will be your new school nurse 

working alongside Mrs. Ruth Monroe. I am looking forward to meeting 

everyone! A little about myself; I live in Arnold with my husband and 

9 month old daughter. We love to travel and spend time with our family.  

 

Parents of new students please remember to turn in the physical and lead forms!  

If you need them sent to you let me know.  

 

Make sure your immunizations are up to date in our files! Resources available if needed. 

In preparation for the kids returning to school please ALERT the health room of any medical 

issues/diagnoses or any information you think I should know. The earlier the better so we can 

have a plan in place.  

We are here to support both you and your child! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us: 

nurse4272@aacps.org or 410-267-0036 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waespta.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7CJDIKE%40AACPS.org%7C6c3010e3880d49a8283d08d864acd7a2%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=TEpfuA7xkHZk3GHpNxkMOqdBzLleDEQbiA99dywgH4I%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nurse4272@aacps.org


EARN CASH FOR OUR SCHOOL:  Please remember Boxtops for Education 
now has a smart phone app.  You can scan your receipts and our school 
will receive credit.  If you would rather clip your Boxtops from purchases, 
you can drop them in our lobby drop off box.  Please send them to school 
in an envelope or baggie with your student's name and teacher name.  

 Cash for Schools is another way to support our school – Now through October 31st, every 

time you shop with K&B True Value and Bay Ridge Wine & Spirits and mention our school, a 

percentage will be donated.  Severn Bank also agreed to match $5,000 in donations! This 

means all customer donations made exclusively at these stores will be matched up to 

$15,000. Each of the three donors (K&B True Value, Bay Ridge Wine & Spirits, and Severn 

Bank) have committed up to $1,000 match per school and $5,000 total. Customer donations 

can exceed those caps. K&B True Value is matching the first $5,000, BRW&S is matching the 

second $5,000, and Severn Bank is matching the third $5,000 to 15 Annapolis Schools. 






















